
Project 2: Sound Geography  
Due Wednesday 2/13 For Group Crit 
 
Collect a series of at least 20 sounds with any of the following: 
Shot gun mics on cameras or zoom recorders, wireless-lav mics on cameras or 
zoom recorders, directional mics on cameras, or zoom recorders by 
themselves.   
 
These are found sounds. Only one recording can be a clearly understood 
human voice. Please find each of the following:  
-Liquid 
-Railroad 
-Animal 
-Sadness 
-Happiness  
-Roughness 
-A very large room 
-Density  
-Sinking 
-Nausea 
-Fecundity 
-Softness 
-Relief  
-Rhizome  
-Respiration 
-Moon 
-Radiation 
-Gaseous  
 
You must save all of these sounds as separate sound files to make your editing 
life easier. Please label your files with your name and the name of the effect or 
tone you were attempting like: Durkin_crunchy.mp3. We will use these again 
for video work.  
 
CREATING YOUR GEOGRAPHY 
 
Using Audacity or Audition or Premiere and the sound files you’ve gathered, 
you must create a progressive sound composition containing a Foreground, 
Middleground, and Background. This means that your piece should have 
a feeling of depth created by layering sound. You may use as many found 



sounds as you would like, but I should be able identify at least 3 different 
sounds even if I can’t identify their source.  
 
In all three levels of space, your sound should be chosen carefully. But it is 
sometimes helpful to think of these levels as increasingly specific as they rise up 
a pyramid-like structure. Those in the base layer, the background are usually 
less distinct, but may carry the whole piece all the way through. The middle 
ground and foreground may be more distinct. And may appear fleetingly or 
progressively build to create tension or drama.  
 
You may only use human voices only for the background.  
 
Consider:  
-There is more than one time arts class, do your recordings sooner rather than 
later or share a recorder with a friend.  
-Juxtaposition of sounds (how does the mixing of sound create space and 
meaning).  
-Volume of playback (make sure we can hear it).  
-Conditions in which you make the recordings (are you close enough to the 
subject?) 
 
Duration: 
Min: 1minute, Max: 1minute 30seconds. 
 
Saved form: mp3 or WAV. Either one is good. Upload it to the your folder by 
the morning of 2/13 
 


